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28 November 2022

Music sector welcomes CoP19 decision on pernambuco wood

The Association of British Orchestras (ABO), Independent Society of Musicians, Musicians’ Union, and UK Music have welcomed a decision not to place crippling new CITES restrictions on pernambuco bows for musical instruments.

Pernambuco is the primary material used for bows and grows only in Brazil. It has been subject to some CITES restrictions since 2007, but Brazil has struggled to control illegal trade in the wood and was proposing to make the restrictions much tighter, which would have affected all bows made from pernambuco.

The ABO, ISM, MU and UK Music worked closely with the DEFRA and APHA government departments to brief them on how vital pernambuco is to string musicians, and the UK government officials were instrumental in securing a change of direction from Brazil which exempts bows from new restrictions. 

Brazil’s original proposal, brought at the 19th CITES Conference of the Parties (CoP19) in Panama, was to move pernambuco from CITES Appendix II to Appendix I. This would have required almost all string players to apply for a Musical Instrument Certificate in order to travel internationally with their bows. It would also have decimated the bow making trade and hampered sales of antique bows. 

The new proposal, passed unanimously at CoP19, keeps pernambuco’s Appendix II listing, with a revised annotation that places CITES permit requirements on all pernambuco, including finished bows, the first time they leave Brazil. Any re-exports of finished bows remain exempt from CITES permit requirements. This means that musicians can continue to travel with their bows and trade in bows can continue without restrictions. 

The proposal is accompanied by a recommendation for CITES to consider ways to document the legality of bows and pernambuco stockpiles, support enforcement and conservation efforts within Brazil, and identify plantation-grown pernambuco that could be certified for sustainable use.

Judith Webster, ABO CEO, said: ‘We welcome this positive outcome from COP19. The ABO works tirelessly on behalf of our members to keep artists and orchestras moving and the decision to maintain pernambuco’s Appendix II listing will enable UK orchestras and musicians to continue to take the best of British culture across the globe, without added administrative burden. We are grateful for the collaboration of our partners in the UK, including the MU, ISM and UK Music, and abroad. The ABO also welcomes the constructive engagement of DEFRA and the UK CITES Scientific Authority with the sector, as we continue to work together to ensure the protection of an endangered species, whilst safeguarding musicians’ ability to tour internationally.’

Deborah Annetts, Chief Executive of the ISM, said, ‘This is a huge relief for the entire string music world. We worked hard with our colleagues to campaign on this issue on behalf of our members, and we are delighted to have achieved this positive result. We thank the officials at DEFRA and APHA for listening to our concerns and speaking up on behalf of musicians and bow makers internationally. This is an example of how the industry and government can work together effectively to support musicians.’

Dave Webster, Head of International for the MU, said: ‘This is a significant victory for musicians right across the globe. My thanks go to MU members who responded to our survey. This outcome provides real peace of mind for our members and all musicians with Pernambuco bows. Thanks to the ABO, ISM and UK Music, international colleagues, and DEFRA and APHA, all of whom who fought hard to protect musicians and their instruments.’

Tom Kiehl, Deputy CEO of UK Music, said: ‘UK Music would like to thank CoP19 and the actions taken by our government in support of this common sense outcome. It will balance Brazilian concerns for the protection of its national tree while avoiding new and unnecessary red tape for musicians and instrument manufacturers across the UK. We will continue to monitor the implementation and compliance to ensure the new policy works as intended.’

ENDS

Notes for editors

· Pernambuco (Paubrasilia echinate) is the material used almost exclusively in the manufacture of bows for stringed instruments. It grows only in certain areas of Brazil’s Atlantic Forest. 
· Pernambuco is essential for bow making due to its unique strength, flexibility, density and weight; there is no other material of a comparable quality. A survey held by the ISM, MU and ABO received nearly 1,000 responses from string musicians and found that almost all of them (99%) used bows made from pernambuco and the majority (over 80%) owned more than one pernambuco bow. 
· Brazil’s proposal was to move pernambuco to Appendix I, with an annotation placing controls on ‘all parts, derivatives and finished products, including bows of musical instruments, except musical instruments and their parts, composing traveling orchestras, and solo musicians carrying musical passports in accordance with Res. 16.8.’
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